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	UNIT CODE
	CPPFPSM3111

	UNIT TITLE
	Inspect and verify means of egress from buildings

	APPLICATION
	This unit specifies the skills and knowledge required to conduct inspections to verify that required exits from buildings and paths of travel to exits including signage and doors, perform according to the approved design and building regulations.  These competencies are required by fire protection technicians who inspect required exits and paths of travel to exits at clients’ premises.  
The unit includes:
· applying baseline data, Building Code of Australia (BCA) requirements and AS/NZS 1680 Interior lighting – Safe movement (AS/NZS 1680) to inspection tasks to identify and report compliance failures against the approved design
· determining appropriate paths of travel to exits, and the requirements of any doors and signage that form part of the exit or path of travel to the exit against drawings and specifications
· checking the operation of doors in required exits or paths of travel to exits, and for any obstructions, alterations or hazards that may impede safe egress from buildings
· checking the level of illuminance of artificial lighting in required areas is sufficient to enable occupants to safely egress buildings in an emergency.
This unit may form part of the licensing requirements for persons engaged in routine servicing of fire protection systems and equipment in those states and territories where these are regulated activities.

	PREREQUISITE UNIT
	Nil

	ELEMENTS
	PERFORMANCE CRITERIA

	Elements describe the essential outcomes.
	Performance criteria describe what needs to be done to demonstrate achievement of the element.

	1. Confirm work instructions and compliance requirements.
	1.1 Review work instructions to clarify inspection timeframes, client needs and location of building to be inspected.
1.2 Review baseline data, BCA and AS/NSZ 1680 to understand performance requirements for required exits, paths of travel to exits and artificial lighting for save movement, and apply to work instructions.
1.3 Review drawings and specifications for building to be inspected to understand layout and location of required exits and paths to exits, artificial lighting and approved design.
1.4 Review and follow workplace policies and procedures for inspection, including workplace health and safety (WHS).

	2. Plan and prepare for inspection.
	2.1 Plan and prioritise inspection procedures allowing sufficient time to meet work instructions.
2.2 Select and use required personal protective equipment (PPE).
2.3 Discuss planned inspection procedures with client to clarify needs and expectations.
2.4 Arrange access to work site and communicate with responsible entity and affected persons to advise duration and impact of planned inspection procedures.
2.5 Identify hazards in the work area and apply risk control measures.

	3. Identify and verify required exits and paths of travel to exits.
	3.1 Locate and recognise required exits and paths of travel to exits and verify locations against drawings and specifications.
3.2 Confirm the number and width of required exits and paths of travel to exits against the approved design.
3.3 Locate and recognise fire-isolated exits and regulatory signage against the approved design.

	4. Inspect paths of travel to required exits.
	4.1 Inspect paths of travel to exits to identify obstructions, storage, alterations or installations that affect path width or height compliance with approved design.
4.2 Inspect paths of travel to exits to identify trip or fall hazards that affect egress of occupants evacuating the building.
4.3 Inspect building to identify modifications or alterations that increase the travel distances to required exits beyond the approved design.
4.4 Inspect fire-isolated exits to identify damage, modifications or alterations to floors, walls or ceilings that affect their ability to isolate occupants from the effects of fire.
4.5 Inspect fire and smoke doors to verify that signage alerts occupants of the requirement not to impair door operation. 
4.6 Inspect doors leading to and throughout fire isolated exits to verify that access to the exit is unrestricted, and unless permitted, re-entry to the building floor is restricted.
4.7 Inspect condition of handrails for damage or potential for injury to occupants evacuating the building.

	5. Inspect and test required exits and discharge from exits.
	5.1 Inspect required exits to identify obstructions, storage, alterations or installations that affect the discharge of occupants through the exit and to a road or area of safety.
5.2 Inspect discharge from required exits to identify trip or fall hazards and potential for vehicles to block the exit.
5.3 Test power-operated doors and sliding doors to verify their ability to open manually without exceeding the specified force.
5.4 Inspect and test door latches to confirm their operation complies with the approved design.
5.5 Inspect doors to identify non-approved locks or devices that prevent doors being opened in the event of a fire.
5.6 Inspect and test any fitted fail-safe devices or switches to verify required exits operate in compliance with the approved design.

	6. Inspect and verify artificial lighting.
	6.1 Identify areas within the building that require artificial lighting to assist occupants to safely egress during an emergency.
6.2 Inspect artificial lighting and verify that illuminance levels comply with required standards.

	7. Finalise inspection and complete documentation.
	7.1 Record inspection and testing results including identified defects or regulatory compliance failures.
7.2 Complete inspection documentation detailing recommendations to rectify defects and non-compliances impacting safe egress along paths of travel to building exits, and forward to relevant persons for action.
7.3 Leave client premises in a clean and tidy condition.

	FOUNDATION SKILLS
This section describes the language, literacy, numeracy and employment skills essential to performance in this unit but not explicit in the performance criteria: 
· writing skills to record inspection findings and recommendations using logical organisational structure in writing and coherently linked paragraphs
· reading skills to interpret: 
· installation or reference drawings and specifications that may be in diagrammatic form
· technical terminology and information in the BCA and building drawings, specifications and approvals 
· numeracy skills to:
· measure and calculate distance to exits and widths and heights along paths of travel to exits
· measure artificial lighting levels in lux.

	UNIT MAPPING INFORMATION
	No equivalent unit

	LINKS
	Companion volumes to this training package are available at the VETNet website: http:/



	TITLE
	Assessment requirements for CPPFPSM3111 Inspect and verify means of egress from buildings

	PERFORMANCE EVIDENCE

	To demonstrate competency in this unit, a person must inspect and verify means of egress for 10 different buildings to verify compliance with the approved design, involving:
· each of the following building types:
· a building with a rise in storeys of less than two and with a floor area not less than 1,000 square metres and with a minimum of two required exits
· a class 2 or 3 building with a rise in storeys of greater than or equal to three
· a building that contains a fire-isolated stairway, ramp or tunnel.
· completing a written inspection record or report for each building.
In doing this, the person must meet the performance criteria for this unit.

	[bookmark: _Hlk488743437]KNOWLEDGE EVIDENCE
To be competent in this unit, a person must demonstrate knowledge of:
· workplace policies and procedures that ensure compliance with regulations, standards and legal rights and responsibilities when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings:
· AS/NZS 1680 Interior lighting – Safe movement (AS/NZS 1680)
· Building Code of Australia (BCA)
· state and territory building and planning legislation, codes and policies
· workplace health and safety (WHS)
· action to take when a breach of regulation, WHS or other policy occurs when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings
· hazards and risks typically encountered when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings, and the control measures for each
· implications of not complying with regulatory requirements when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings
· methods for measuring luminance of artificial lighting using a light meter
· requirements for artificial lighting specified in the BCA and the installation standard AS/NZS 1680
· purpose and importance of documentation to be completed when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings
· purpose and application of the BCA and requirements for provision of escape from different classes of buildings:
· allowable installations in exits and paths of travel to exits
· construction requirements of fire-isolated exits
· dimensions of exits and paths of travel to exits
· discharge from exits
· doorways and doors
· exit travel distances
· identification of horizontal exits
· methods of measuring distances to exits
· number of exits required
· operation of latches of doors
· re-entry from fire-isolated exits
· requirements for fire-isolated exits
· requirements for handrails
· signs on doors
· situations where re-entry to a building floor from fire-isolated exits is permitted
· types of trip or fall hazards that may impact safe egress from a building
· types of obstructions, storage, alterations or installations that may affect required exits and the paths of travel to required exits and compliance with approved designs for buildings.

	ASSESSMENT CONDITIONS 

	Assessors must satisfy the requirements for assessors listed in the Standards for Registered Training Organisations.
Evidence of assessment for activities specified in the performance evidence must be based on documentation in the form of logbooks, service records or reports or photographs that have been validated by a workplace supervisor.  A workplace supervisor is a person duly authorised to perform and validate the work being undertaken.
Evidence of assessment for the inspection and verification of means of egress for three buildings (one from each of the building types specified in the performance evidence) must be based on direct observation and assessment of the candidate by the assessor in a workplace or simulated workplace environment.
Assessors are responsible for ensuring that the person demonstrating competency has access to:
· industry-standard tools and equipment used when inspecting and verifying means of egress from buildings:
· hand tools
· light meter
· personal protective equipment (PPE)
· range of building sizes and types with various configurations of exits, paths of travel to exits and artificial lighting to meet performance evidence requirements
· drawings and specifications for buildings identifying required exits and paths of travel to exits
· AS/NZS 1680
· BCA
· applicable state or territory building and planning legislation, codes and standards related to provision of escape from buildings and required artificial lighting.

	LINKS
	Companion volumes to this training package are available at the VETNet website: http://
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